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RECOVERY OUTLINE
  Yellow Chat (Dawson)  

1 Family Meliphagidae

2 Scientific name Epthianura crocea macgregori Keast, 1958

3 Common name Yellow Chat (Dawson)

4 Conservation status Critically Endangered: B1+2abcde, C2b,D

5 Reasons for listing
This subspecies is known from only a single location
(Critically Endangered: B1) which may be decreasing
in area (2ab) and quality (c) to the extent it may
disappear (de). The population almost certainly
contains fewer than 250 mature individuals and is
possibly decreasing (C2a). There may be fewer than 50
individuals during winter (D).

Estimate Reliability
Extent of occurrence 25 km2 low

trend decreasing low
Area of occupancy 25 km2 low

trend decreasing low
No. of breeding birds 50 low

trend decreasing low
No. of sub-populations 1 low
Generation time  3 years low

6  Infraspecific taxa
E. c. crocea (Kimberley, northern tableland and gulf
country and Lake Eyre basin) is Least Concern.
E. c. tunneyi (Alligator R.) is Endangered.

7 Past range and abundance
Endemic to the central Queensland coast near the
Fitzroy R. (Campbell, 1917, Keast, 1958).

8 Present range and abundance
Known only from the north-east corner of Curtis I.
(Arnold et al., 1993, P. O'Neill) and absent from
Shoalwater Bay and other mainland sites where
previously recorded (R. Schodde). In June 2000 only
14 birds found during a three day search (P. O'Neill).

9 Ecology
On Curtis I., occurs in swampy grassland and saline
herbland (Arnold et al., 1993), in which it probably
feeds on insects (Blakers et al., 1984). In winter
recorded only in a few small areas of sedge
(P. O'Neill).

10 Threats
The reason for the species’ apparent disappearance
from the mainland is unknown. The only known
population occurs entirely within leasehold land that is
currently being grazed by cattle and feral pigs. These
may be causing long-term degradation of habitat
(Arnold et al., 1993, P. O'Neill). Development for
tourism and intensification of grazing may constitute a
threat in the future.

11 Information required
11.1 Survey the population, describe habitat and

identify issues relevant to conservation
management.

11.2 Determine genetic distance from other
subspecies.

12 Recovery objectives
12.1 Maintain Curtis I. population.

12.2 Re-introduce to the mainland.

13 Actions completed or under way
13.1 Two brief surveys have been undertaken

within the last decade.

14 Management actions required
14.1 Map habitat on mainland.

14.2 If appropriate, determine feasibility of
translocation to mainland.

14.3 Initiate conservation management of the
Curtis I. plain, including placement under a
more secure tenure.

15 Organisations responsible for
conservation
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service.

16 Other organisations involved
Pastoral leaseholder, Central Queensland University,
Birds Queensland.
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17 Staff and financial resources required for recovery to be carried out
Staff resources required 2001-2005 None
Financial resources required 2001-2005

Action Conservation
agencies

Other funding
sources

Total

Survey of Curtis I. and report on conservation management $5,000 $15,000 $20,000
Undertake habitat management and improve conservation

tenure of land
$7,500 $0 $7,500

Assess suitability of sites on mainland and initiate conservation
management

$7,500 $0 $7,500

Genetic studies $5,000 $15,000 $20,000

Total $25,000 $30,000 $55,000
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