RECOVERY OUTLINE

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo (south-eastern)
1

Family

Cacatuidae

2

Scientific name

Calyptorhynchus banksii graptogyne Schodde, Saunders & Homberger, 1989

3

Common name

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo (south-eastern)

4

Conservation status Endangered: C2b

5 Reasons for listing
There are between 250 and 2,500 mature individuals of
this subspecies in a single sub-population that is
probably declining (Endangered: C2b).
Extent of occurrence
trend
Area of occupancy
trend
No. of breeding birds
trend
No. of sub-populations
Generation time

Estimate

Reliability

20,000 km2
stable
2,500 km2
stable
560
decreasing
1
20 years

high
medium
medium
low
medium
low
medium
low

6 Infraspecific taxa
C. b. naso (south-west Western Australia) is Near
Threatened. C. b. macrorhynchus (northern Australia,
west of Cape York Peninsula), C. b. banksii (eastern
Australia, from Cape York Peninsula to Darling
Downs) and C. b. samueli (arid Australia) are Least
Concern, as is global status of species.
7 Past range and abundance
South-eastern South Australia and south-western
Victoria, between Lucindale and Bangham, S. A.,
Dimboola, Ballarat, Tyrendarra and Nelson, Vic.,
possibly extending as far east as Melbourne (Joseph,
1982, Joseph et al., 1991).
8 Present range and abundance
Range severely contracted. Now found between
Mt Gambier and Bangham, S. A., Little Desert and
Nelson, Vic. (Joseph, 1982, Joseph et al., 1991, Hill,
1998), with birds most frequently in the north in
autumn (Joseph et al., 1991). Population estimated to
be 500-1,000 in 1989 (Joseph et al., 1991), with a
minimum of 700 in 2000 (F. A. R. Hill). As 40% of
these are mature males (F. A. R. Hill), number of
breeding birds estimated at 560.
9 Ecology
The south-eastern subspecies of Red-tailed BlackCockatoo nests in woodland and forest dominated by
River Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis, Yellow Gum
E. leucoxylon and other large eucalypts. Most nests are
in dead trees no more than 2 km from remnant stands
of Brown Stringybark E. baxteri/ E. arenacea that are at
least 5 ha in size (F. A. R. Hill). Clutch size is one. The
284

cockatoos feed on the seeds of Brown Stringybark
throughout the year. When available, seeds of Buloke
Allocasuarina luehmannii are taken in late summer and
autumn (Joseph, 1982, F. A. R. Hill).

10 Threats
The principal threat is widespread clearance for
agriculture and grazing. Apart from removing both
food and nest trees, it appears to have favoured
species that thrive in forest fragments rather than
continuous forest, such as the Common Brush-tail
Possum Trichosurus vulpecula and Long-billed Corella
Cacatua tenuirostris. These two species are thought to be
responsible for increasing the rate of nest failure early
in the breeding season (F. A. R. Hill). Although nest
site availability is not currently limiting, there is
concern it will become so as nest trees, most of which
were ring-barked over 70 years ago, deteriorate and
fall, or are felled for firewood (Joseph et al., 1991) or
timber plantations, particularly those of Blue Gum
Eucalyptus globulus. Regeneration of River Red Gums
has been prevented by grazing by either sheep or
rabbits. Even with an active tree planting program it
will be at least 150 years before the new trees develop
hollows suitable for nesting. The shortage may be
exacerbated by competition with Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoos Calyptorhynchus funereus, Long-billed Corellas
and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos Cacatua galerita (Joseph
et al., 1991). The role of fire in Brown Stringybark
communities is not yet understood but, if too frequent,
fire may limit food supply (Garnett and Crowley,
1996).

11 Information required

14 Management actions required

11.1

Determine effect of predation on breeding
success.

14.1

Map habitat and incorporate management
recommendations into local land planning.

11.2

Determine impact of fire on Brown
Stringybark seed production.

14.2

11.3

Refine means for determining population
trends.

Protect all woodland in which Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos have been recorded from
clearing, monitoring compliance biennially.

14.3

11.4

Determine viability of populations living in
highly-fragmented habitat.

Place all public land in which Red-tailed BlackCockatoos are recorded regularly under secure
conservation management, particularly those
in timber reserves, transport corridors and
local government land.

14.4

Within the cockatoo’s range manage at least
15% of the pre-European area of all woodland
communities on public or private land for
nature conservation, using incentives where
necessary.

14.5

Control and reduce firewood collection from
areas occupied by Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos,
promoting wood-lot development close to
markets, and reduce grazing densities where
necessary.

14.6

Promote revegetation and land reclamation
that recreates woodland habitat with a full
complement of biodiversity, including the
cockatoo.

12 Recovery objectives
12.1

Ensure that a viable breeding population
persists in south-eastern Australia.

12.2

Ensure a shift from Endangered to
Conservation Dependent by 2007.

13 Actions completed or under way
13.1

Nest boxes have been erected and nest sites
are being identified, protected and maintained.

13.2

The population is being counted annually.

13.3

Research is being undertaken on breeding
biology, nest predation and movements, and
the effect of fire on food availability and
Buloke.

13.4

Effective predator control has been trialed at
nest sites.

13.5

The community is being involved in annual
surveys through interpretation, extension and
training of volunteers.

13.6

An Action Statement has been prepared for
the conservation of species in Victoria.

13.7

An education program has been developed for
late secondary and early tertiary students.

13.8

A Recovery Plan has been written and a
Recovery Team established.

15 Organisations responsible for
conservation
South Australian Department of Environment and
Heritage, Victorian Department of Natural Resources
and Environment.
16 Other organisations involved
Birds Australia and other bird-watching societies,
Landcare groups, Greening Australia, timber
harvesters, local government, Parks Victoria, Primary
Industries South Australia.

17 Staff and financial resources required for recovery to be carried out
Staff resources required 2001-2005
1.0
Project Officer
1.0
Interpretation Officer
Financial resources required 2001-2005
Action
Identification, protection and maintenance of nests and erection
of nest boxes
Refine and continue population monitoring
Complete studies of breeding biology and movements
Complete research on factors affecting food availability
Map habitat and prepare management guidelines
Minimise habitat clearance
Re-establish habitat

Conservation
agencies
$60,000

Other funding
sources
$150,000

Total
$210,000

$42,500
$37,500
$57,500
$57,500
$130,000
$100,000

$125,000
$5,000
$0,000
$0,000
$25,000
$50,000

$167,500
$42,500
$57,500
$57,500
$155,000
$150,000
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Facilitation of community involvement
Managing the recovery process through a Recovery Team
Total

$60,000
$9,000

$50,000
$20,000

$110,000
$29,000

$554,000

$425,000

$979,000
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